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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

  Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

May 2010         
Sunday, 2nd
9:30 am
          Breakfast with a Friend—Cynthia Jones and Margie Felton
 Rise of Meeting       Coffee Hour—Andy Jickling and Eric Corson

 


12:00

          Care & Counsel Committee Meeting 
Saturday, 8th   7:00 pm
          Peace & Social Concerns Film Forum (see below)
           





          The End of Poverty

Sunday, 9th      9:15 am                        Peace & Social Concerns Program (see below)




         Yemen Peace Project


            Rise of Meeting       Coffee Hour—Jennifer Cromley/Catherine White


12:30 pm
        Kenyatta James leading 3rd session on Diversity in the Meeting

Sunday, 16h   9:15 am
          Property Committee Meeting



 10:15 am 
          Sharing on the Fifth Query on Education                                      
 Rise of Meeting       Monthly Meeting Lunch—Russ/Vicki Endo

                                  Report from the Trustees and the GSFS Head of School
Sunday, 23rd   9:15 am                           Friendly Bible Study

                        Rise of Meeting         Coffee Hour—Doris Clinkscale and Charity Marshal





         "Listening for the Sense of the Meeting" with TylaAnn Burger
                                                           Please see the About F/friends section for information.

Sunday, 30th    Rise of Meeting         Coffee Hour—Peggy/Allan Walters 

Second and fourth Thursdays of the month at 7 pm—Experiment with Light, Quaker Meditation. If interested, please contact Jean Gajary at 215-292-4426 or JoAnn Seaver at 215-438-6106.
          ( SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Peace and Social Concerns 

Second Saturday film presentation, The End of Poverty.  Second Sunday, Peace and Social Concern Program, Yemen Peace Project. Please see the About F/friends section for information.

                        The office will be closed on Monday, May 31, Memorial   Day. 
              Draft Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held

                                    Fourth Month 18, 2010

At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Fourth Month 18, 2010:

We gathered in worship at 1:00 pm.  The Clerk read a portion of the fourth query on Care for the Meeting Community.

4-10-1
The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends. 

4-10-2
James Unkefer from the firm of DIGSAU, which is working with Greene Street Friends School in its Master Planning Process, was reintroduced.  He explained that he was continuing the process of reporting to us as the planning process unfolds, and soliciting our thoughts and perspective.

He presented four different options now under consideration for future configuration of the Greene Street Friends School campus.  While leaving the meetinghouse and the Lower and Middle Schools in the current locations, three major pieces move into different places in the four options: parking, a playing field, and a proposed new multipurpose building.  The names of the four options derive from the alternative locations of the new multi-purpose building:

Option 1 – School House Lane; 

Option 2 – Center (attached to the Middle School and facing towards School House Lane); 

Option 3 – Armat Street; 

Option 4 – Bank (attached to the Annex of the bank building – not an option likely to be available in the next decade).

It is the intent of the Master Planning Group that any new configuration of the campus will maintain the meetinghouse as the actual and visible center of the whole.

Items in the plan (at its current and still unfolding stage) of particular interest or concern to members were:

a. A proposed expansion of the Shoemaker Dining Room to allow for a seating capacity of over 100, which is anticipated to be sufficient dining space for the maximum size of the school proposed in its Strategic Plan.  This would involve an addition of approximately 760 square feet.  The direction of this expansion (towards Germantown Avenue or towards Armat Street) would vary depending on the location of the proposed new building.  A modernization and upgrading of the kitchen would happen in concert with the expansion.

b. A possible deck/green space/outdoor gathering space to be added on top of the roof of the Shoemaker Dining Room.

c. Assumption as to Meeting and School sharing of space: The planning assumption has been that approximately the present degree of sharing of space would continue into the future.

d. The importance to the meeting of accessibility: It was stated clearly that the meeting hopes that any changes to the meetinghouse will increase its accessibility, especially to those in wheelchairs.  There was also a brief discussion of routes of access for vendors (heating, plumbing especially) and fire equipment.

e. Security: Hope was expressed that the newly configured campus would make the meeting and the school less vulnerable, without being closed off.

f. Perimeter concepts (such as fences, walls, the presentation of the buildings to passersby) are beginning to be developed, and the issue of whether there will be a defining fence on the campus’s parts facing the street is not yet decided.

g. The campus’s two “faces” on Germantown Avenue: There was some discussion regarding the positive benefit to the community of our property on the avenue continuing to support it as a viable commercial corridor.

h. Consultation with other planning bodies: It was suggested and DIGSAU’s representative agreed that it would be wise to consider the City Planning Commission’s and other bodies’ plans and visions for the future of Germantown and Germantown Avenue.

In a brief discussion of the four location options, two members expressed concerns that a new multipurpose building in the “School House Lane” option would conflict with the visual presentation of the meetinghouse, and would add a solid barrier to the street where now there is more openness. Another commented that this option appeared very differently in the 3-D model version; hope was expressed that the meeting would have a chance to see the various options in their modeled form in the near future, and to comment from that perspective.

Next steps identified for the process were:

· A meeting with the GSFS Master Planning Group and the GSMM Property Committee, with particular attention being paid to: (1) accessibility; including (2) egress accessibility in the form of a fire escape from the second floor of the meeting house; (3) the dining hall expansion; (4) the potential change of entry to the dining hall; (5) the impact of a new building if built on School House Lane on the meeting.

· A hope that the meeting could see the 3-D model at the next monthly meeting.

· A questionnaire to be distributed by DIGSAU in the near future asking for comments and reactions, pro and con, to the four options, to which meeting members are asked to respond.

Jamie Unkefer had earlier stated that, given the nature of the engagement, the DIGSAU team did not have as much information or clarity on the Meeting’s needs as it did on the School’s.  At the close of this discussion, he commented on the unusually close relationship between this Meeting and this School, and stated his belief that a greater inclusion of the Meeting’s perspective will produce a richer and fuller plan.  

4-10-3
After a brief break, Allan Walters, speaking on behalf of Property Committee, presented a proposed change in exterior signage.  The proposed new signage would say:

Closed every day from dusk to dawn.

Closed Monday–Friday until 6 pm.

Closed Sunday until 3 pm for religious services.

Closed at other times during school or meeting events.

Otherwise open for family-oriented playground activities.

Concerns were raised about the signage beginning with all the “closed” times, about the use of “family-oriented,” about the literacy of some who might want to use the playground space, and whether it was appropriate to announce Monday–Friday closings during the summer when school was not in session and neighborhood children could particularly use the space.

Alternative language was proposed:

Open for family-oriented playground activities:

School days 6 pm to sundown.

Saturdays, sunrise to sundown except during school events.

Sundays 3 pm to sundown.

Closed every day sundown to sunrise.

A member suggested that language might be added such as that used in parks asking those who used the space to respect it and to leave it in good condition.

The proposal was returned to Property Committee to refine the wording in light of this discussion, having consulted with the Outreach Committee, the School, and our caretaker, who has had the most direct experience with the situations these signs address.

4-10-4  In response to the Meeting’s request of last month, Richard Betts reported for Care and Counsel on suggestions for Oversight Committee members for two upcoming weddings, those of JoAnn Seaver marrying William W. Van Stone, and Jennifer Cromley marrying Catherine White.  Suggested members of Marriage Oversight Committees were:

· Shirley and Dick Bansen

· Anthony DiGiovanni

· David La Fontaine and Patrick Egan

· Sharon Mullally

· Ethel Trefsger

· Margaret and Allan Walters

The meeting approved these suggestions, which will be forwarded to the couples by Alyson Scott, with a suggestion that they should feel free to call on members on the list, and to add others whom they would like to serve as members of their Oversight Committees.  Alyson Scott is also to confirm the willingness of those who have not yet been asked regarding their availability.

The meeting ended in silent worship, and adjourned to meet again at the appointed time on Fifth Month 16, 2010.

Robert Dockhorn, Interim Clerk

Alyson Scott, Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, Doris Clinkscale, Eric Corson, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, Russell Endo, Thomas Hardy, Andy Jickling, David La Fontaine, Sharon Mullally, Alyson Scott, JoAnn Seaver, Ethel Trefsger, Allan Walters, Margaret Walters. 

Attenders: Selette James, Janet Norton, Darryl Stevenson

Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 
                                        About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)

Second Saturday of the month film presentations from Peace and Social Concerns  
May 8, 7-9 pm  Refreshments at 6:30.    The End of Poverty
Global poverty did not just happen. It began with military conquest, slavery and colonization that resulted in the seizure of land, minerals and forced labor. Today, the problem persists because of unfair debt, trade and tax policies -- wealthy countries taking advantage of poor, developing countries. It is a feature-length documentary, which explains how today's financial crisis is a direct consequence of these unchallenged policies that have lasted centuries.  20% of the planet's population uses 80% of its resources and consumes 30% more than the planet can regenerate. At this rate, to maintain our lifestyle means more and more people will sink below the poverty line.
Second Sunday, May 9. 
On May 9, at 9:15 am Peace and Social Concerns will welcome Dana Moss and Will Picard in giving a presentation about their experiences in Yemen and their work with the Yemen Peace Project. The project aims to help educate the American public about social, humanitarian, and political conditions in Yemen.

After meeting, at 12:30, Kenyatta James will facilitate the third discussion on diversity within the Meeting, looking at our different reactions to events and common phrases.

Tuyet Corson in “George Washington's Boogie”

Tuyet has a solo and a duet in the following performance.

The Gwendolyn Bye Dance Center presents the Children’s Repertory Theater In “George Washington's Boogie” on Saturday, May 15, at 7:00 pm at the Friends Select School Auditorium, 17th Street and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, in Philadelphia."George Washington's Boogie" chronicles the fabulous exploits of a group of young explorers called the Pioneer Scouts, who in their adventures encounter one hilarious situation after the other while trying to study historical sites in Pennsylvania It is .a hilarious comedy, with original lyrics and music, it is sure to delight. Tickets: Adult $12, Child/Student $6, (Children 12 and under FREE) Tickets are sold at the Gwendolyn Bye Dance Center, 3611 Lancaster Avenue. For ticket reservations and information call: 215-222-7633.  Credit cards are accepted. Visit: www.gbyedance.org
Delight to the music, energy and inspiration of Tribe 1 on Saturday May 22
Come to Green Street Meeting at 7:30 pm to hear Tribe 1, while munching on scrumptious desserts. If you are not familiar with Tribe 1, listen to http://www.myspace.com/tribe1music. "The Tribe" is led by Niyonu Spann, a long time member of Central Philadelphia Meeting.  Your donation (requested amount between $30 and $100) will help send local people to the Black Liberation and Community Development Conference this summer, an annual leadership development workshop.

For more information call Susan Christian at 215-438-2125. Plan to attend and bring your friends.
Special event after meeting on May 23 - "Listening for the Sense of the Meeting"

On Sunday, May 23 during coffee hour, TylaAnn Burger, our remarkable retiring Recording Clerk, and an experienced clerk, and Chris Pipher, an FGC staff member, will lead us in an experiential learning experience designed to sharpen our ability to listen for the sense of the meeting. We associate that skill particularly with clerks and recording clerks, because they have the job of articulating the sense of the meeting in a way that accurately captures what has been unfolding in discussion (and sometimes the next step not yet spoken). Yet if each participant in a meeting is consciously listening for the sense of the meeting and working at  sharing what s/he hears, Spirit can work its way with us with even greater grace. Come learn and practice this critical skill from two experts.  Depending on the numbers, we'll get our coffee and snacks and gather either in the Jones Room (if there are 12 or fewer) or in a corner of the lunchroom if there are more.              
Reminder: NO food or beverages are allowed in the social room.

Friends, Ethel Trefsger of the Property Committee has asked that a reminder be sent out, that NO food or beverages are allowed in the social room, or in the meeting room. Several stains have been found on one of the couches in the social room, and sticky spots found, (and felt) on the furniture. If you have, or attend, an event scheduled here in the meetinghouse, please keep all food and drink in the dining/kitchen area and do not bring them with you to the social room, or the meeting room.  
The Unitarian Universalist House is closing.

The Unitarian Universalist House on Tulpehocken St. here in Germantown is closing. A notice has been received that they are planning to close out by the end of June. It is a personal care, assisted living and nursing care community and has been serving the surrounding community for a long time.
Pat McBee appointed as Friends Center Executive Director
I am very pleased to report that at a meeting held on April 12, the Board of Directors of the Friends Center Corporation accepted with enthusiasm the recommendation of its Search Committee that Pat McBee be appointed Friends Center’s Executive Director.
Pat has been working as Interim Executive Director for many months.  Prior to that she was a member of the Friends Center Board, and supervised, as a volunteer, an ambitious fund-raising program connected to the green renovation of two of our buildings.  Pat is an experienced Friend and an articulate spokesperson for environmental stewardship. 
                                     [[[[[[[[[[[[

                       The Fifth Query on Education

What is our Meeting's role in the life and support of Friends' education? If supporting or maintaining a Friends school, have we developed an appropriate relationship of Meeting and school? What is our role in the spiritual life of the school and its maintenance of Friends' principles?

What does our Meeting do to support education in the wider community?

What help do we provide for the children and adults in our Meeting to pursue the education they seek, whether academic, technical, or vocational? Do we make provision for children in our Meeting to attend a Friends school?

How do I show my concern for the improvement of public education in my community and in the world?
Am I aware of what Friends schools are doing and of their plans for the future? How do I show encouragement and support?
                               [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
Quaker Spirituality 

Middletown Meeting, (Lima, Pa.) in Concord Quarterly Meeting is offering a workshop on Quaker Spirituality on May 1, from 10 am to 2 pm. The title is, “Reclaiming the Lost Priority: Quaker Religious Experience in our Monthly Meetings.” Middletown Meeting would like to move forward in our leading to work for spiritual renewal in the Society of Friends. Last summer at the residential sessions of PYM we held a workshop entitled, "Quaker Religious Experience in our Monthly Meeting, Reclaiming the Lost Priority." This was well attended and Friends expressed a real interest in continuing a dialog on how we can deepen our spiritual connection to God and our community in a world searching for a guiding light.
Christopher Stern, recorded minister at Middletown, will speak on how the spiritual experiences of early Friends are still relevant today, offering a way to transform our lives. Large and small group discussions will follow with an emphasis on creating a dialog amongst ourselves on how our individual spiritual experience can be enriched in the community of our Meetings.
 Childcare and light lunch provided. A small donation to offset event expenses will be requested.
Reply via email to MiddletownLimaClerk@pym.org to register. Or call 610-543-7321. 
Please pre-register so that we know you are coming and can plan for food and childcare.
For a map to the Meeting go to http://www.pym.org/middletownquakers
 
0% Interest – College Loan Program for Quaker Students, MAY 1 deadline
Financial Aid for post-secondary education for members of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.
The Mary Jeanes Loan Fund and Anne Townsend Grant Fund are now taking applications from members of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting for post-secondary financial aid for the 2010-2011 school year. Loans average about $1,000 per academic year. May 1 is the deadline for submission of 
applications. To download the form, please visit our website at: http://www.pym.org/education and click on Post-Secondary Education Loans/Grants. For more information please contact the Education Programs Office at PYM: elkem@pym.org or call 215-241-7223.

Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website or call them for more information.) 

May 7-9
    Honoring the Sacred Feminine Within

May 14-16
    Blessing Grief

May 14-16
    New Monastics and Convergent Friends

May 14-20           Elias Hicks, a Traditional Quaker  (SC)

May 21-23
    Clerking

May 28-30
    The Practice of Simplicity 
Spring Lecture and Workshop Series on Quaker Discernment Practices 
These events will take place at Arch Street Meeting House. Each presenter will give a lecture (open to all Friends) at 2:30 pm, and then a workshop on the same topic (for Young Adult Friends ages 18-35) at 4:30 pm.  Come for Interim Meeting in the morning, and stay for the lectures.
Saturday, May 8 - Mary Lord of Adelphi Friends Meeting in Baltimore Yearly Meeting will speak on Discernment for Effective Social Witness.
Saturday, June 12 - Ernie Buscemi of Morningside Friends Meeting in New York Yearly Meeting will speak on Corporate Discernment. 

Contact: Sadie Forsythe, Young Adult Friends Coordinator 215-241-7075 or 800-220-0796, Ext. 7075; Fax: 215-241-7045 Email: sadief@pym.org. Website for Young Adult Friends: www.pym.org/education/yaf
Peace & Concerns Standing Committee – Annual Event, Saturday, May 15,  (9 am-4 pm)
Where: Burlington Meeting House, Burlington, N.J. Join with two new PYM working groups, Eco-Justice WG and Heeding God’s Call WG to discover how to be the change we need to be! The Eco-Justice Working Group was formed to discern, embody, and share a prophetic vision of right relationship and to call on Philadelphia Yearly Meeting to bring it forth. Join in dynamic discernment; spirit-led planning and action as Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Friends respond to the vital needs of our planet and its people. This will be an occasion to learn what other Friends are doing, identify our most potentially powerful strategies, and discover things you can do as an individual and as part of newly forming coalitions.  For more information, contact Patricia Finely, Clerk (P& C SC) at: at 215-204-5736; finleyp@temple.edu.
We Can Do It! Day – Quaker Quest style on Saturday, May 22 (9 am– 4 pm)
Taking A Look At Your Meeting Through The Eyes Of A Visitor
Where: Arch Street Meeting House (4th & Arch Sts.) 
Quaker Quest is truly a new spiritual path for our time.  It is simple, vibrant, and contemporary. It may be just what you are looking for. Topics include:
· Nurturing Visitors

· Meeting for Worship and Vocal Ministry

· Nurturing and Including Youth and Young Friends in the Meeting's fabric

· Local Meeting Promotional Methods

· Ways of Attracting Friends School's Young Families to the Sponsoring Monthly Meeting

· Enhancing Adult Religious Education Programs

· Developing Strong First Day School Programs and Operations

· Panel report from 4 Quaker Quest Meetings

Lois and Harry Forrest, Quaker Quest Working Group callighrf@medleas.com or 609-654-3673
Summer Camps

There is information on the bulletin board at the head of the stairs and some brochures on the table there, about Gwynedd MM Peace Camp, Camp Onas, and Friends Camp in New England, run by New England Yearly Meeting. Camp Dark Waters is also popular with Quakers.

New Website for Aging Resources
New York and Philadelphia Yearly Meetings Collaborate in Quaker Aging Resources Project
To assist Friends, Meetings and caregivers in navigating the journey of aging, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting and New York Yearly Meeting initiated a collaborative project, Quaker Aging Resources, in 2009. This project is funded by grants from the Thomas Scattergood Foundation and Friends Foundation for the Aging. Staff members from both Yearly Meetings are researching, gathering, reviewing, and creating resource materials to help Friends support one another through life’s changes. The website, www.quakeragingresources.org reflects Friend’s testimonies:
· Integrity through authenticity in images and word, and discernment grounded in values;
· Community building through support, education, dialogue and sharing;
· Simplicity through accessibility, and resources to help one make choices that promote simplicity in later life;
· Peace through careful presentation of resources that promote internal peace and are consistent with Friends’ approaches to care and aging;
· Equality -upholding that of God in each person by respecting and presenting diversity and conscientious sensitivity to the varying needs of individuals in our community;
· Stewardship – links and information for sound financial decision making, and resources that consider impact on the environment, such as new ideas for creating intentional communities and environmentally sound burial practices.
The new website, programs and print materials will address age-related and other challenges that may require renewed perspective, and also offer opportunities for spiritual growth. We intend for these resources to support people growing into later adulthood; in particular people who have physical, emotional or other challenges; caregivers, families and Friends Meetings, in a way that is both practical and inspirational, and presented through a lens of Quakerism. 
The resources address these essential areas of need:
· Emotional Care
· Physical Health
· Meaningful Retirement
· Financial Matters
· Housing and Aging in Place
· Death and Dying
· Spirituality and Aging 
Our website is expected to launch in mid-May, 2010 and will continue to evolve. Over the next year, PYM Care and Aging Staff will be visiting each Quarter and some of the larger Monthly Meetings to share the resources and offer information and guided inquiry on specific topics. We hope you will visit us soon at www.quakeragingresources.org, and offer your feedback, ideas and questions. 
Contact: George Schaefer, Care and Aging Coordinator, 215 241 7068 georges@pym.org
Tricia Coscia, Aging Resource Coordinator, 215 241 7017 triciac@pym.org
 Happenings at Other Monthly Meetings
Old Kennett Meetinghouse Celebrates 300th year, Sunday, May 16 (1pm – 2:30 pm)
Where: Old Kennett Meeting House, Baltimore Pike & Kendel Drive  

Join us at the Old Kennett Meeting House, which is celebrating its 300th anniversary. Seth Hinshaw, Architectural Historian, will share the results of his thorough research on the architectural traditions found in these very special places of worship. He will also discuss how the Quakers have shaped the county throughout its history. Light refreshments provided. Fee: $3 per person. Registration form is available online at: http://dsf.chesco.org/ccparks/lib/ccparks/newsletter/reg_form_fall_09.pdf or call Karen Marshall (610) 344-5469 for information. 
Haddonfield Meeting - Leadings and Poetry to be focus of Adult First Day Programming

May 23 – Walt Whitman’s “Song of Myself”. Presentation and discussion of the Pendle Hill pamphlet, “Walt Whitman’s Song of Myself” by Michael Robertson. A member of Haddonfield MM will introduce this celebrated poem, which is considered by some to be the greatest poem in American literature. Published in 1855, the poem presents some of the progressive religious ideals then prevalent in Quaker and other circles. 

The International Outreach Granting Group (IOGG) of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 

Every year the IOGG provides approximately 40 small grants (usually $300 - $500) to applicants engaged in projects that promote 

· international understanding, justice, peace, and environmental sensitivity;

· intervisitation among Friends and participation in Quaker gatherings; 

· spiritual exploration, service, and research;
· as well as travel outside one's own country for purposes consistent with Friends' concerns.  Any project within the United States must have an international aspect to qualify.
Applicants may be American Quakers and others who travel abroad, as well as international visitors who come to the U.S. on Friends' concerns.

Where are you led to serve, to learn, to grow?  How may we help you?

For further information, see the PYM web-site:  pym.org/pm/more.php?id=1590_0_196_0_MOr please contact: Peggy Morscheck, clerk of IOGG: iogg@pym.org; 610-642-4069
Humor Corner: There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country. “Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk. “Only the Ten Commandments” answered the lady.
The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts tomorrow.
Quote Corner: There was an 18th century French Jesuit, Jean-Pierre de Caussade, who talked about how holy “right now” always is, calling it “The sacrament of the present moment.”

He says we are actually “living gospels.”

“The Holy Spirit writes no more gospels except in our hearts. We are the paper; our actions are the ink; the a workings of the Holy Spirit are his pen, and with it He writes a living gospel.”

                                       From a friend’s e-mail

The submission deadline for the June newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, May 14 for everything except the minutes from the meeting for worship with a concern for business.
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