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267-285-0553 / secretary@greenstreetfriendsmeeting.org Office hours: 9:30–12:30 Mon.–Fri. /website greenstreetfriendsmeeting.org
 First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
 First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

 Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
 First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

October 2014  
Sunday, 5th
      9:30 am
              Breakfast with a Friend— Margie Felton and Anne Bayless



      Rise of Meeting      Coffee Hour— Volunteers needed


      12:00 (noon)
  Care & Counsel Meeting

 

      5:00 pm

  First Sunday potluck at Stapeley.
     

Sunday, 12th
      9:00 am

    Second Sunday Forum 




          (Please see the About F/friends section)



      Rise of Meeting
   Coffee Hour—Victoria Greene and Kenyatta James 
Sunday, 19th
    9:15 am
                    Property Committee Meeting 



   Rise of Meeting
    Monthly Meeting lunch—Volunteers needed


   12:45
                Meeting for business
Sunday, 26th          9:15 am

     Friendly Bible Study



       Rise of Meeting
    Coffee hour— Volunteers needed


                                        Philadelphia Quarter Program Meeting 





    (Please see the About F/friends section)






( 
   Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business on Sunday, September 21, 2014
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Ninth Month 21, 2014: We gathered at approximately 12:50 pm for worship.
The clerk read from 9th Query of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's Faith and Practice on the Ministry of Outreach.

What are we doing as a Meeting to communicate our presence and our principles to the community around us?

What are we doing to invite persons not in membership to attend our meetings for worship and to encourage their continued attendance? 

Does my manner of life as a Friend attract others to our religious society?

Is my manner with visitors and attenders to our Meeting one of welcome?

One Friend shared how good it feels that our Meeting has a "celebration" at the close of Worship, where Friends rise from their seats and move around the room to experience the joy of seeing and greeting each other.

Naming for Nominating Committee
Paul Jablonski reported for the Naming Committee for the Nominating Committee. The terms for fully two thirds of the membership of the current Nominating Committee have expired. In June, the Naming Committee brought forward names for some returning members, some new members, some to serve for one year, and some to serve for two or three years. 


Nominations were: Anne Bayless, Robert Dockhorn, and Jean Prestas to continue for another one-year term until 2015.

New members, Robin Mohr and Doris Clinkscale for a two-year term until 2016.

And new member, Kenyatta James for a three-year term until 2017.  

Other members of the Naming Committee were Sharon Mullally and Susan Christian.

Friends approved the nominations listed above.

Naming Committee for joint clearness committee with West Philadelphia Friends 

Paul Jablonski reported for the Naming Committee for the joint clearness committee with West Philadelphia Friends. The Naming Committee consisted of Paul Jablonski, David La Fontaine and Anthony DiGiovanni. The following names were brought forward: Walter Hjelt Sullivan, Charlotte Anderson, David La Fontaine and Paul Jablonski.  

Friends approved these nominations for the joint clearness committee

Report from Nominating Committee
Robert Dockhorn reported that the Nominating Committee should have made appointments in May 2014 for Trustees but failed to do so due to the transitions in the membership of Nominating Committee. Bob recommended that we extend the appointments for all members of Trustees for one year to May 2015. Prior to that date, Nominating Committee will consider new candidates for membership as well as re-appointments of existing members and bring forward those names to Monthly Meeting. Nominating Committee and Trustees will also jointly consider changing the number of persons serving on Trustees. Bob stated that the current members of Trustees are:

Russ Endo, Traci Hjelt Sullivan, Doris Clinkscale, Elizabeth Cunningham, David La Fontaine

Sharon Mullally and Dan McDevitt.
In response to questions, Bob explained that the Trustees hold title to the Meeting’s investments and land and take actions in the use of those assets in accordance with instructions from the Meeting.

Friends approved the re-appointment of all current members of Trustees for a one-year period ending in May 2015.

Request for Representatives to the Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting

Bob also reported that the Nominating Committee requests two volunteers to serve temporarily as representatives to the Quarterly Meeting. Each monthly meeting in the Quarterly Meeting appoints two representatives, however we have none serving at this point. Bob also explained that the “representatives” do not represent the Meeting in the sense of carrying out the Meeting’s intentions but rather will act based on their own independent judgment. Others from the Meeting may also attend and may also independently exercise their judgments during any decision-making process.

We need to appoint two persons on a temporary basis until the Nominating Committee can identify and propose to the Monthly Meeting two permanent representatives, probably later this fall. 

Victoria Greene and Chris Mohr volunteered to serve as Representatives to the Quarterly Meeting.

Friends expressed gratitude to these volunteers and approved their appointment as Representatives to Quarterly Meeting on a temporary basis.

Hospitality
On behalf of the Hospitality Committee, Gabbreell James requested guidance on whether individuals preparing meals for Every Murder is Real (EMIR) or for potluck dinners at Stapeley may have their expenses reimbursed through the Hospitality budget line or through another budget line. 

Members questioned whether the Hospitality Committee would be willing to coordinate the meals preparations work for EMIR, Stapeley or other groups. Gabbreell did not feel that this work should come under Hospitality Committee's responsibility.

Members affirmed that the Meeting has a special and supportive relationship with EMIR and with Stapeley and wants to support the work by members to prepare meals for these organizations. The Meeting will therefore support that work by reimbursing expenditures on food preparation upon request. Friends approved the above resolution.

Gabbreell brought forth a second question on whether we should now appoint three people to each hospitality event rather than two, given the growth in membership, as well as a third question on whether the Meeting would consider capital investments in the kitchen. 

Members expressed agreement with Gabbreell’s concern about the condition of the kitchen and suggested that she speak with the Property Committee, which has the skills to consider improvements to the kitchen in a comprehensive manner. Teri Buda is also a very capable project manager and should also be brought into the conversation. The Meeting Treasurer reported that the Meeting has the capital resources to consider this work as a joint project with the school. Members suggested that we might also turn to the Shoemaker Fund for support.

Members suggested that Hospitality should make the decision regarding the number of members needed to help with hospitality events.

Worship and Ministry
Traci Hjelt Sullivan reported on behalf of Worship and Ministry. Traci and Walter Hjelt Sullivan have agreed to serve as co-clerks of the committee. Traci expressed gratitude to Neal Fordham for clerking for the past year.

Worship and Ministry is now working to select persons to serve on the clearness committee that will meet with Victoria Greene to consider her leading to work with families affected by violence and to prevent further violence. They have identified two persons at this point and are seeking additional members. It is possible that these persons will carry over their work as a spiritual support committee, which would be appointed by the Monthly Meeting at a later point. This clearness committee will report back to Monthly Meeting after further consideration by the Budget and Worship and Ministry Committees. No approval is needed or requested at this point from Monthly Meeting.

Traci noted that Victoria's ministry was fully developed at the time of the request. The relationship between EMIR and the Meeting is, however, not fully defined, and the nature of support needed is also not fully clear. These questions will be addressed during the clearness process.

Traci expressed her concern that the Meeting supports Victoria in this work, helping her to cope with the emotional and spiritual burden of working with families enduring the trauma of violence and murder. Victoria expressed her gratitude and also her appreciation of Quakerism's spirit-led activism.

Members expressed their strong unity with Victoria and her work through the EMIR organization. Members celebrated Victoria's Trail Blazer Award from the National Network of Hospital-Based Violence Intervention Programs and also noted that Victoria acted as a plenary speaker at the Friends General Conference Summer Gathering 2014.

Working Group for Supporting Leadings Chris Mohr reported on behalf of the Working Group.
Chris reminded members that, at a Called Meeting for Business in August, the Monthly Meeting approved a draft Proposal for Green Street Monthly Meeting to Support, Grow, and Care for Leadings and Ministries as well as monetary support for Susan Christian's work at the Germantown Life Enrichment Center. We're now going back to consider the broader process for consideration of financial support for individual leadings. Chris distributed a description of this process entitled, “A Proposal for Green Street Monthly Meeting Financial Support to Ministers/Ministries Under Our Care.”
Some concern was expressed that the Meeting consider any tax implications and comply with all IRS rules.

Concern was also expressed that funding for a request of this type should be included in the budget. The Budget Committee will need to take this new initiative into consideration in the development of next year's and future budgets.

Members asked how an individual with a leading would initiate this process. This question was addressed at the called meeting in August, which approved a process for consideration. The Working Group's next order of business will be to produce a document to describe this process for use by Meeting members and attenders.

Members asked if this proposal will change our past process regarding Contributions to Others. Would a re-working of that process be in order?

Jim Glackin reported that the Contributions to Others Committee is planning to report a list of recipients at the October Business Meeting. Further consideration of any proposal to revise that process may be postponed until that point.

Friends approved the process for GSMM financial support of ministries under our care, as proposed. Future consideration of necessary budgetary revisions, including possible changes to the process and budget for Contributions to Others will be taken up at a later point. 

Friends adjourned in worship around 3:00 pm agreeing to meet again at the appointed time on Tenth Month 19, 2014. 





Anthony DiGiovanni, Clerk 






David La Fontaine, Acting Recording Clerk
Members present: Charlotte Anderson, Doris Clinkscale, Elizabeth Cunningham, Anthony DiGiovanni, Robert Dockhorn, James Glackin, Victoria Greene, Paul Jablonski, Gabbreell James, David La Fontaine, Chris Mohr, Shani Taylor, Traci Hjelt Sullivan

Attenders present: Geniver Montalvo, Frank Perch, (attender and member of Savannah Friends Meeting, South Eastern YM (SEYM)

Guest: Sonli Kumar, QVS Volunteer; Elaine Rucetta, from FGC

Meeting Secretary: Gail Woodbury 
                                         About our F/friends   
                      (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Many hands make Light work! A reminder from the Budget Committee
We have agreed to a budget and a goal that needs us to give $33,500 this year in order not to reduce our giving to the School, neighborhood organizations, scholarships for our children, our staff, and all the work and underpinnings of our Meeting. Last year we gave about $32,900.  As of 9/12/14 only $8,165 has been given. This is less then had been given at the same time last year. We're hoping all of us can explore how we can stretch into our budget and our goal. 

Note from the editor: This does not include what has been given online through PYM from July 1 - Sept. 30. That figure is not known yet. But only $360 was given that way in the previous quarter, and of that, $300 was a one-time donation. 
The Website Working Group needs your help!  We are currently beginning to plan some web site changes with a focus on making sure that it does a good job of communicating who we are as a meeting. If you have photos of a meeting activity that you would like included on our website, please send them to Geniver Montalvo at geniverm@yahoo.com. If you have web-related technical expertise, would like to learn, or have ideas about what content would make our website welcoming and useful, please e-mail Mina Baisch at mbaisch@mindspring.com or come to our next meeting on Sunday, October 5th at 9:00 am.
Sunday, September 5, Friendly First Sunday potluck at Stapeley. All are invited and heartily encouraged to come to Wesley Enhanced Living at Stapeley in Germantown. The monthly Friendly First potluck evening meal, starting at 5 pm in the Recreation Room, will be followed by a half hour Meeting for Worship in the Parlor. As always, anyone and everyone in the Philadelphia Quarter is welcome and wanted. Tricia Walmsley of Chestnut Hill MM is Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting’s coordinator-in-general for the Friendly Firsts (walmsley127@verizon.net or 215-248-1514
Interim Meeting at Arch Street Meeting House, Saturday, October 11, 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
Gather at 9 am and the meeting begins at 9:30 am. Parking is available at the Arch Street Meeting House.  For more information, check the Interim Meeting page on the PYM website (http://www.pym.org/interim-meeting) where the agenda and advance documents are usually available one week in advance of Interim Meeting.

Junior Interim Meeting Saturday, October 11, 9:30 am – 3:30 pm  at Arch Street Meetinghouse, Cost: $5 Suggested donation. Please register by October 8th. A fun opportunity for PYM’s children to take part in God’s Big Idea for them. Junior Interim Meeting builds on the Children’s Priority, a calling that the children of PYM discern and address with Quaker business methods. “The Children of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting are called to make the world a better place by finding fun ways to care for specific environments so that creatures living there can be healthy.” -Children’s Priority, 2013-2015. This year there are only 2 Junior Interim Meetings, and that they are longer days.
October 12, Second Sunday Forum -- 9:00 am in the Social Room. Explore the possibilities. How GSMM will build on our Meeting's strong commitment to undo racism and its effects.

We will work together to determine how as a Meeting and as individual Meeting members, we will continue this work to undo racism. The format will include some worship sharing as well as small group discussion.  All are welcome, please join us.  If you have any questions, please contact Shani Taylor or Susan Christian (Susan's phone is 215-901-5386), and other contact info is in the directory.
Greene St. Friends School’s Fall Fair on October 18 benefits Costa Rica Exchange Program 

Greene Street Friends School's Fall Fair will be held on October 18, 11 am – 4 pm. With carnival games, crafts like pumpkin painting and tie-dyeing, the ever-popular Haunted House and Dunk Tank, a silent auction featuring local businesses, homemade baked goods, lunch off the grill, not to mention an array of vendors, the Fall Fair has something for everyone. Each spring the seventh grade class travels to Costa Rica for 10 days of Spanish language immersion as well as cultural and environmental experiences. Many students in their graduation speeches mention the trip as a pivotal school experience. The funds also support exchange students from Costa Rica who will be visiting with our eighth graders in November. From the editor: I encourage everyone to come. It’s fun, you never know what you may find in the booths, and it’s a great way to support the school.

First Day School Thread Gathering, October 18, 9:30 am-3:30 pm, Uwchlan Meeting, Downingtown. An opportunity for grounding and skills development for Friends who are active in the ministry of nurturing the spiritual lives of children in our meetings. Thread Gatherings offer wisdom, experience sharing, workshops and community around a thread of concern that runs through our meetings. Information: Programs@pym.org, 215-241-7008.

Childrens Thread (K-5th Grade) at the First Day School Thread Gathering, same time and place as above. The Children's Thread weaves together a community of kids across monthly meetings. K-5th graders will have their own gathering for joy, friendship, and developing a deep relationship with Quakerism. For the First Day School Gathering, we'll explore ways we learn together, pose some of our very biggest questions, with time for play and togetherness. Information: Benjamin Camp, Children@pym.org, 215-241-7228 or www.pym.org/calendar/events/childrens-thread-at-the-first-day-school-thread-gathering.

Philadelphia Quarter Program Meeting Sunday October 26 here at Green Street Monthly Meeting

Friends, Green Street Monthly is hosting Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting this Sunday. The topic is likely to be related to a new commitment on the part of PYM to become a more welcoming community for people of color. 
Sunday, November 2 Chestnut Hill MM Re-Discovering America, 1:00-2:00 pm. 

Middle School Friends, Young Friends, and interested adults are all invited to a unique experiential program called Re-Discovering America. The program provides education about Native Peoples and raises issues of peace and justice. It is authentic, experiential, moving, powerful. 

Pennsylvania Interfaith Power and Light Annual Conference (Sent in by Susan Christian)
Sunday, October 26th, 2-6 pm  (Green Fair & Registration begins at 1:00)
Summit Presbyterian Church, 6757 Greene Street, Philadelphia, PA  19119
Climate Justice:  Faith in Action 

Why is climate change a justice issue?  And what does faith have to do with it?  Come for an afternoon of learning, inspiration and connection with people of many faiths in Philadelphia and beyond.  Our panel of climate justice leaders will share personal reflections, followed by questions and conversation among participants. The panel will be followed by workshops where participants can network in small groups and address a particular perspective on climate justice.

 

The Annual Meeting of PAIP will be included. Andrew Rudin, founder of Interfaith Coalition on Energy will be honored for his work in helping congregations save money and protect the environment by greening their buildings.  We will also hear from Bill McKibben in a video made especially for this occasion. It also includes a Green Fair, where organizations and small businesses can interact with the many participants interested in the environment and social justice. Refreshments will be for sale by Weaver’s Way Food Co-op.  A more detailed description is in the September newsletter.

                                      [[[[[[[[[[[[
                  The Tenth Query on Stewardship of the Environment
Is the Meeting concerned that human interaction with nature be responsible, guided by a reverence for life and a sense of the splendor of God's continuing creation?

Are the decisions of the Meeting and its committees relating to the uses of property, goods, services, and energy made with sensitivity toward the environmental impact of those choices?

How does our Meeting learn about environmental concerns and then act in the community on its concerns?

How am I helping to develop a social, economic, and political system which will nurture an environment which sustains and enriches life for all?

Am I aware of the place of water, air, and soil in my life? Do I consider with care the necessity of purchasing substances hazardous to the environment? Do I act as a faithful steward of the environment in the use and disposal of such hazardous substances?

Do I choose with care the use of technology and devices that truly simplify and add quality to my life without adding an undue burden to essential resources?
                                         [[[[[[[[[[[[ 
                                   News and Announcements
                            Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please call. 
(Please go to their website, pendlehill.org, or call them for more information.) 

.
Oct. 6

Progressive Friends: The Top Ten Reasons Why They’re the Most Interesting 


Quakers We Never Heard Of, with Chuck Fager.  7:30 pm. Free

Oct. 17-19
Mahatma Gandhi’s Vision of Satyagraha and Peace as a Spiritual Path

Oct. 24-26
Yoga and Creative Play

Oct. 31 - July 19, 2015 (four weekends) Journey Toward Wholeness: A Courage & Renewal® Retreat Series. You must attend all four weekends.
Oct. 31 - Nov. 2    Inquirers’ Weekend: An Introduction to Quaker Faith and Practice

Nov 2-6
Open for Transformation: Being Quaker (Short Course)
Nov. 3

Roots of Injustice, Seeds of Change: Toward Right Relationship with America’s 
                        Native Peoples 7:30 Free and open to the public
Nov. 14-16
Compassionate Communication

Nov. 14-16
Answering God’s Call to Love

Nov. 21-23
Clerking: Serving the Community with Joy and Confidence

Dec. 1
         Waging Peace: Global Adventures of a Lifelong Activist 7:30 Free, open to the public
World Quaker Day, October 5.

Friends World Committee for Consultation invites every Quaker meeting and church from around the world to celebrate World Quaker Day on October 5.  As the sun rises in each area of the world, we want to remember that Quakers are worshiping through every time zone, celebrating our deep connections across cultures and Quaker traditions. Share with others what your meetings are doing that day, by posting to the FWCC World Office Facebook page, or Twitter, hashtag #wqd. Flyers and a resource framework are available at www.worldquakerday.org.

Young Adult Friends Fall Retreat: “Healing, Movement, and Self-Care," October 17-19
at Abington Monthly Meeting. Join Young Adult Friends (YAFs) age 18-35ish, from across the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting region and beyond for our Fall Retreat.  Expect worship sharing, workshops, games, and fellowship as our time is centered around the topics of healing, taking care of ourselves, and being present in our physical bodies.  YAFs are at different places on our journeys, and we come together for rejuvenation, relaxation, and to deepen our connection to one another & the Spirit.  Good food and fun are also assured! We're seeking program leaders for the retreat - learn more online.  Cost is $35 - financial aid available.  Register by October 13, www.pym.org/calendar/events/young-adult-friend-fall-retreat-2014. Information: Elizabeth Piersol Schmidt, epiersolschmidt@pym.org or 215-241-7075.
Living and Dying Well in Quaker Community, Sunday, October 19, Medford Meetinghouse, NJ, Free! Learn about Quaker approaches to end-of-life issues, and the role of the meeting community to provide pastoral care and temporal support to Friends. Worship - 10 a.m. Program (including lunch): 10:45 am.- 3 pm Lunch provided. Child/adult day care available with pre-registration. Featuring: Barbara Spring, New York Yearly Meeting's Aging Resources & Consultation Services and George Schaefer, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, Care & Aging Programs. Information & registration: info@medfordfriendsmeeting.org or 609-953-8914.
Middle School Friends Gathering: Quakers, the Early Days. October 24-26, George School. 
We'll explore and learn about life for the earliest Quakers while enjoying the amazing George School Campus and pumpkin carving! Information: Matt Sanderson, MiddleschoolFriends@pym.org, 215-241-7171 or

www.pym.org/calendar/events/october-middle-school-friends-gathering-quakers-the-early-days.

William Penn Birthday Celebration at Arch Street Meeting House
Friday, October 24 and Saturday, October 25.
Friday, October 24— The Arch Street Preservation Trust is planning celebrations in honor of William Penn's Birthday. Events will include a lecture by historian John Gallery (Chestnut Hill Meeting) author of The Planning of Center City Philadelphia: From William Penn to the Present on Friday, preceded by Hors d'oeuvres. Reception and presentation 6-9 pm, $65 per person. 

Kindly reserve by Monday, October 13. Online: www.pym.org/arch-street-meeting-house

Saturday, October 25, Free. There will be tours and family events all day Saturday. Come join the fun! Meet William & Hannah Penn. For information, John Gallery, ASMHT Trustee, jagphila@mac.com, 215-413-1804 or www.pym.org/arch-street-meeting-house

Young Friends Fall Gathering (9-12th graders), October 31-November 2, Yardley Monthly Meeting. Come join Young Friends for our fall gathering weekend of fun and community. We'll have workshops and worship sharing to explore our gathering theme with plenty of games and down-time to enjoy each other's company! Information: Hannah Mayer, youngfriends@pym.org, 215-241-7222 or www.pym.org/calendar/events/young-friends-fall-gathering-2.

New staff at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

All staff appointments became effective in September. 2014.
Christie Duncan-Tessmer has become our new General Secretary.
Zachary T. Dutton has joined us as Associate Secretary for Program and Religious Life, 
Elizabeth Piersol Schmidt will assume her new role as Young Adult Friends Coordinator.
Learn more about their new staff members at www.pym.org/employment/2014/09/staff-announcements-september-2014.

FCNL's Annual Meeting and Quaker Public Policy Institute, November 20-23. 
At the Annual Meeting, FCNL will decide on their community's lobbying priorities for the next two years. The meeting is also a time to share about their expanding work with young adults and new efforts to support advocacy around the country. For more information, please go to fcnl.org.
PYM Youth Program Internship, now accepting applications.
An opportunity for young adults. This program offers valuable experience to young adults by involving them in one of the youth programs of the yearly meeting. As an award for their service, interns receive $500 towards their participation in Quaker events or on experiences of professional development toward Quaker service.  For more information, www.pym.org/volunteering/ongoing-volunteer-opportunities/program-volunteers/featured-program-opportunities/youth-program-internship or contact Tricia Coscia, PYM Sessions and Volunteer Coordinator, volunteers@pym.org, 215 241-7238.  

Humor Corner: Why God Never Received Tenure at Any University
1. He only had one major publication.

2. It was in Hebrew.

3. It had no references.

4. It wasn't published in a referred journal.

5. Some even doubt He wrote it Himself.

6. It may be true that He created the world, but what has He done since then?

7. His cooperative efforts have been quite limited.

8. The scientific community has had a hard time replicating His results.
9. He never applied to the Ethics Board for permission to use human subjects.

10. When one experiment went awry, He tried to cover it up by drowning the subjects.

11. When subjects didn't behave as predicted, He deleted them from the sample.

12. He rarely came to class, just told students to read the book.

13. Some say He had His son teach the class.

14. He expelled His first two students for learning.

15. Although there were only ten requirements, most students failed His tests.

16. His office hours were infrequent and usually held on a mountaintop.

Quote Corner: Simply do this: Be still, and lay aside all thoughts of what you are and what God is; all concepts you have learned about the world; all images you hold about yourself. Empty your mind of everything it thinks is either true or false, or good or bad, of every thought it judges worthy, and all the ideas of which it is ashamed. Hold onto nothing. Do not bring with you one thought the past has taught, nor one belief you ever learned before from anything. Forget this world, forget this course, and come with wholly empty hands unto your God. From A Course in Miracles
The submission deadline for the November newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, October 17. 
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